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DEL MAR FEATURED RACE OF THE DAY 
By Frank R. Scatoni 

On Twitter @ScatoniSureShot 

 

For more information on OptixEQ, visit www.optixeq.com or on Twitter @OptixEQ 

 

Date: 11/1/2017 

Race 5: $40K optional-claiming/N1X for fillies & mares going 8.5-furlongs on turf. 

Post: 2:29 pm PDT 

 

OVERVIEW 

It’s Opening Day of the Bing Crosby meeting at Del Mar, so that means an earlier post than we had in the 

summer, with the festivities kicking off at 12:30 p.m. for this nine-race card. It’s also the start of 

Breeders’ Cup week, so the racing should be great, leading into the Friday and Saturday championship 

events. But first things first: today’s contest race, which is an interesting $40K optional-claiming/N1X for 

fillies and mares going 8.5-furlongs on the turf. Note that the rails are out 30-feet. 

 

#1 DOMINATING WOMAN (6/1) should benefit with the rails out, since she has plenty of speed, 

something she showed off in her last two starts while sprinting on dirt. She tries turf for the first time 

while making the second start off a 218-day layoff, so she will have to show she can handle the lawn. If 

this were the lightning-fast Santa Anita course, I’d say she’d have a big shot in here—but the Del Mar 

course is a lot more honest (even with the rails out) and there should be others interested in pushing the 

pace. This gal definitely has ability, and Prat staying put is interesting, but I’m inclined to watch one 

today. GRADE: C. 

 

#2 WEST COAST BIAS (5/2) looked very good breaking her maiden three back when stepping on the 

Del Mar turf course for the first time. She was even-money that day, and she won as easy as she pleased. 

She then faltered in her first try against winners as the 2/1 favorite, and then again when trying the hill at 

Santa Anita, this time as the 9/5 favorite. Those defeats are a bit of a concern, but I can make excuses for 

both of those losses. Two back, she was rank through very slow splits, unable to relax given the soft 

pace—while last time, she was trying the hill for the first time. I expect her to run much better today, 

especially since she’ll have something to run at. GRADE: A. 

 

#3 LA PREMIERE ETOILE (6/1) has speed, so she should help keep the rail horse honest—but since that 

foe is coming out of a sprint race, there should be a hot pace in here, thus compromising this gal’s 

chances as well. Her two wins came on the lead through moderate splits, so she’ll have to show she can 

keep a quicker pace today while passing horses. Plus, she’s a Cal-bred who is facing open-company for 

the first time, so she’ll have to prove she can be competitive against this level of competition. GRADE: 

X. 

 

#4 MRS. NORRIS (8/1) has been stuck at this condition forever, partly because she’s a deep closer who 

needs everything to go her way. Fortunately for her, she should get a quick clip to close into, so we’ll see 

if she can finally get over this N1X hurdle. It’s interesting that international jock William Buick takes the 

call for this Godolphin runner, so perhaps he can do better than his West Coast compadres by coaxing a 

length or two out of this stretch-runner. I hate to endorse 1-for-20 horses, but today’s scenario is very 

favorable for her, and note that she’s done decent work over this track. That said, she’s clearly a much 

better exotics candidate than win candidate. GRADE: B. 
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#5 SUGARY (8/1) looks very similar to Mrs. Norris but with eleven less defeats. She too is a deep closer 

who needs things to go her way, but she does have the look of a runner who is sitting on a peak effort, 

making the second start of her form cycle and stretching out after an even run down the hill. Four back 

she broke her maiden over this course, coming home in very respectable time—and she’s had excuses in 

all three of her tries since then while facing winners (three back, no pace; two back, on dirt; last time, 

down the hill). Expect her to get going late. GRADE: B. 

 

#6 PHANTOM OPENING (6/1) is tough to get a read on because she’s a 3-year-old who just graduated 

in start number-three, taking an MSW at Monmouth while getting a 5-pound weight-break. That race, 

which was her best effort, came over a yielding course, so can she move forward off that while trying the 

firm Del Mar turf? I always like to upgrade East Coast runners, and it is interesting to see that this gal is 

getting Lasix for the first time, but there are some hurdles here for her to overcome in her first try versus 

winners. GRADE: B. 

 

#7 TWEETING (3/1) tried the turf for the first time two back when she made her first SoCal start after 

several decent races while racing on dirt back East. She responded with an easy victory, taking over early 

on in the running and never looking back. It was a very nice performance, but it came against $62.5K 

maidens as the 2/1 favorite. Interestingly enough, Spawr saw fit to claim this gal even though Proctor and 

the classy Glen Hill operation were seemingly okay with losing her, and we all know that the old-timer 

has a great eye. As is the Spawr way, he freshened her up after that race and brought her back protected, 

where she ran a decent fourth (with a wide journey) against age-restricted allowance foes. This is a 

tougher field, however, since she’s facing older horses, but there is room for improvement here in her 

second start off the bench. GRADE: B. 

 

#8 CASH PRIZE (20/1) is a Cal-bred who brings sharp sprint speed to the proceedings, and in a race with 

a few other speedsters, that asset is now a liability. She’s only routed on turf once, and she was well-

beaten after chasing the pace going a mile in the California Cup Oaks earlier in the year. I can’t fault the 

connections for trying her around two turns again, this time against allowance foes, but the race shape just 

doesn’t favor her. GRADE: X. 

 

#9 UTANA (20/1) is a 4-year-old who has shown enough late interest on dirt that you could make a wise-

guy’s case for her today in her first start on turf, despite the fact that she’s struggled in all three of her 

starts against winners. That said, you can toss her last race, which came sprinting, while two and three 

back, she had to race over very speed-friendly surfaces. There is a little turf in her pedigree, and she 

should trip out perfectly, tracking a very quick pace and getting first jump on the closers. She’s a 

legitimate long shot, but I’m a little interested in her today. GRADE: A. 

 

#10 OK DOLL (7/2) (AE) has run well at this level, but she’s had plenty of tries, attending the pace yet 

getting overtaken late. Also note that her Del Mar races aren’t her best, which isn’t a surprise since this 

course is a lot more honest than Santa Anita’s. If she draws in, she’ll be part of a quick pace, especially 

having to break from this outside post. GRADE: X. 

 

#11 LYNNE’S LEGACY (12/1) (AE) is a one-paced sort who basically needs a pace collapse to show her 

best stuff. Fortunately for her, she could easily get that today with so much speed in here. Still, she’s a 

Cal-bred wo has struggled against open-company—and with Espinoza in the irons from the 11-post, you 
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can expect an extremely wide journey since he rarely makes any attempt to save ground these days. 

GRAE: X. 

 

#12 BE MINE (2/1) (AE) started from humble beginnings, capturing a $32K maiden-claimer at Tampa to 

start her career before heading West to win a starter-allowance for D’Amato. From that point forward, she 

squared off against some decent age-restricted stakes foes, and pretty much held her own, losing by a 

head twice before finishing fourth over this course in the San Clemente (G2) last year. But therein lies the 

rub: she hasn’t been seen since that July 2016 effort, so who knows if this gal is the same horse? 

Obviously, I trust D’Amato to bring this gal back in good shape, but this is a very long layoff to 

overcome, and the post is no picnic. I also think she might need one since she’s been working on the 

Santa Anita training-track in preparation for this. That said, Prat’s presence is a plus. GRADE: C. 

 

#13 AVA FORTY SEVEN (10/1) (AE), the second D’Amato runner, makes the second start of her form 

cycle after a troubled trip down the hill when being sent off at 18/1 after a 174-day layoff. Based on how 

dead she was on the board, I have to assume that everyone knew she was just prepping for this more 

logical spot (especially since before she hit the shelf, she just ran third at this level and distance). C-Nak 

taking the call makes me think that this gal is extremely live today, but she will need a step forward today. 

GRADE: B. 

 

#14 GIRL DOWNSTAIRS (3/1) (AE) is a hard-tryer who cleared her N1X hurdle two back while going 

a mile here at Del Mar. It was a very nice race, but she failed to replicate that effort against much tougher 

N2X runners in her follow-up start. She’s been off since August, and I don’t like that Ellis doesn’t protect 

her, since he could look for a starter-allowance or starter-handicap for this gal—or he could have tried her 

again at the N2X level. That said, her form against $40K types is rock-solid, so if C-Nak can work out a 

trip from this tough post, this gal should be right around the wire yet again. GRADE: B. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The top-two choices of #2 WEST COAST BIAS and #7 TWEETING are legitimate contenders in here, 

but they won’t offer much value together. I’ve backed #9 UTANA before on dirt, and she never really got 

the right kind of set-up. At 20/1 on the morning-line, I’m perfectly happy taking a shot with her again 

today, especially since she’ll have a pace to close into—and there’s a real chance that she’ll really like the 

turf. I’ll bet her across-the-board in the contest, and I’ll also use her in my exotics (with my “A” and “B” 

contenders) through the tote. 


