
2009 Media Guide �

—
	 Kirk Breed, Executive Director	 Richard Bon Smith, Asst. Executive Director

Honorable David Israel, Vice Chairman 
Honorable Jesse Choper, Member 

Honorable John C. Harris, Chairman 
Honorable John Andreini, Member

The Del Mar meeting is conducted under the supervision of the State of California 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor

California Horse Racing Board

Officials of the Meeting

DMTC OFFICIALS
MICHAEL ERNST, Senior Vice President/Chief Financial Officer

CRAIG DADO, Vice President, Marketing
JOSH RUBINSTEIN, Vice President, Development

MAC McBRIDE, Director of Media
TIM READ, Director of Operations

WILLIAM NAVARRO, Director of Mutuels
JACQUELYN KING, Director of Special Groups
NANCY BONFORTE, Director of the Turf Club

BILL SULLIVAN, Director of Security

JOE HARPER
President, C.E.O. and General Manager

CRAIG R. FRAVEL
Executive Vice President

General Information

RACING DEPARTMENT

THOMAS S. ROBBINS, Vice President, Racing/Racing Secretary

Assistant Racing Secretary
 RICK HAMMERLE 

Assistant Racing Secretary/Stakes Coordinator
 ZACHARY SOTO 

Stable Superintendents 
MARGARET GOODSON 

DENNIS SPARKS

Paddock, Placing and Patrol Judges:
DAWN JACKSON (Paddock/Patrol)
KEN GOLDBERG (Paddock/Patrol)

SUE BRENT (Patrol)
HEATHER CORREA (Patrol)
ROBERT MORENO (Placing)
TORA YAMAGUCHI (Placing)

MERRY YOUNG (Placing)

Location—In the City of Del Mar, California, on the 350-acre Del Mar 
Fairgrounds 20 miles north of San Diego and 100 miles south of Los Angeles, 
next to Interstate 5, just a “good chip shot from the Pacific Ocean.”
Climate—Ideal in every aspect, comfortably balmy and in the hub of one 
of California’s most popular summer resort areas.
Accessibility—North and south approaches are via Interstate 5 free-
way. From the northeast, via Interstate 15. From the east via Hwys. 78 
and 56. Scheduled airline service to San Diego International Airport. 
Amtrak and Coaster trains to Solana Beach Station. (Free shuttle 
buses meet all trains.)
Seating Capacity—14,304. Stretch Run—8,755; Clubhouse—2,655; Turf 
Club—2,344; Skyrooms, 550.
Parking—Space for 10,000 cars. General parking $8; Valet $20; Early 
Bird $8.
Admission Prices—Stretch Run and infield admission, $6 (Opening Day 

$10). Active duty military free any day with I.D. Children 17 and under 
admitted free; must be accompanied by parent or guardian. Clubhouse 
admission, $10 (Opening Day $20). Reserved seats $5 – Wednesday, Thurs-
day; $8 – Friday; $10 – Saturday, Sunday & Labor Day; $15 – Opening 
Day/Pacific Classic Day. Free official program ($2 value) included with 
all admissions.
Post Time—2:00 p.m. daily with the following exceptions: “Three  O’Clock 
Fridays” 3:00 p.m. all Fridays; 1:00 p.m. Pacific Classic Day, Sunday, Sept. 
6. Racing five days per week, Wednesday through Sunday, closed Monday 
and Tuesday, with the exception of Labor Day.
Stable Area Capacity—Stalls for 2,100 Thoroughbreds, plus feed rooms, 
tack rooms and living quarters.
Security—Security Office located in Mission Tower building adjacent to 
far western end of the grandstand. Lost and Found Department located in 
same office.

BOARD OF STEWARDS
representing the C.H.R.B.

SCOTT CHANEY
INGRID FERMIN

TOM WARD

TRACK VETERINARIANS
BARRIE GRANT, D.V.M. 

JILL BAILEY, V.M.D. (representing the C.H.R.B.)

Clerk of Scales
RUBEN HERNANDEZ

Assistant Clerk of Scales
CHARLES McCAUL

Clerk of the Course
MELANIE STUBBLEFIELD

Morning Line Maker
JEFF TUFTS

Timers
Tom Mitchell/Steve Stute

Starter
GARY BRINSON

Horse Identifier
DIANNE PIPER

Horseshoe Inspector
VICTOR TOVAR

Honorable Bo Derek, Member 
 Honorable Jerome S. Moss, Member
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David H. BatcheldeR, 
Director
One of three new directors to join 
DMTC in 2008…Founder and principal 
of Relational Investors LLC, a $7-bil-
lion investment fund that specializes in 
strategic block investments…Has served 
as chairman of one public company (Mac 
Frugal’s Bargains●Close-Outs Inc.) and 
a director of nine others, many of them 
listed among the Fortune 500 during his 
service…He is currently a director of 

The Home Depot, Inc….Previously president and COO of Mesa Petro-
leum Company and an executive with Deloitte & Touche LLP…He is 
a graduate of Oklahoma State University…A long-time Del Mar Turf 
Club member and a racing fan who says he is delighted to be part of 
the DMTC team.

JOE HARPER, President, 
C.E.O., General Manager, 
Director
Joined Del Mar Thoroughbred Club in 
1977…Executive Vice President, Oak 
Tree Racing Association,  
1971-77…Member, The Jockey 
Club…Past President, Member of Board 
of Directors, Federation of California 
Racing Association …Past President, 
Director Thoroughbred Racing Associa-

tions…Chairman, Advisory Board Center for Equine Health, University 
of California, Davis…Member, Advisory Board, University of Arizona 
Race Track Industry Program…Director, Grayson-Jockey Club Research 
Foundation…Chairman, Winner’s Foundation…Member: Board of 
Directors, San Dieguito Boys and Girls Club…Trustee, Cecil B. deMille 
Foundation.

JAMES R. BUELL, V.M.D., 
Director
Owns Rancho Jonata, a horse, beef cattle 
and farming enterprise in Buellton, CA…
Owns and personally manages large-scale 
beef production and farming enterprise in 
north central Nevada…Private entrepre-
neur and investor.

ROLLIN W. BAUGH, Director
A bloodstock specialist with extensive 
contacts throughout the racing world…
President of Baugh International, a bro-
kerage firm with offices in California and 
Kentucky that specializes in the sale and 
management of racing and breeding stock 
in addition to equine insurance…Member, 
The Jockey Club…Former trustee of the 
Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders’ 
Association…Board member of the Kirk 
Horse Insurance Company.

JON S. KELLY, Director
Attended UC Berkeley…One of the 
founders of Kelly Broadcasting Company, 
which owned and operated TV stations in 
Sacramento and Seattle, and Kelly News 
& Entertainment Company, a production 
company…Founded and operates a North-
ern California real estate development 
company…Involved in many community 
and civic activities…Been a racing fan 
since his teenage years and a horse owner 

since the early 1960s…Purchased Tres Palomas farm in Rancho Santa 
Fe in 1998 and went full tilt into the Thoroughbred business…Currently 
owns approximately 50 horses, including 15 mares…Best horses raced 
to date: Borrego, now a stallion in Kentucky and the 2005 winner of Del 
Mar’s $1-million Pacific Classic, and Vacare, winner of Del Mar’s Grade 
II Palomar Handicap in 2008…Races horses across the country as well 
as in France and Australia and his trainers include Christophe Clement, 
Michael Matz and Paddy Gallagher. 

ROBERT S. STRAUSS,  
Chairman of the Board
Former Chairman of Democratic National 
Committee, 1973-76…Member of Cabinet 
of President Jimmy Carter as Special 
Trade Representative…Personal Represen-
tative of President Carter to Middle East 
Peace Negotiations…Awarded Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom, nation’s highest 
civilian award, in 1981…Appointed by 
President George H.W. Bush as U.S. 

Ambassador to Soviet Union and then Russia…Founded international 
law firm which became Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer and Feld…Direc-
tor, numerous corporate boards…Graduate, University of Texas…Noted 
lecturer…Assumed chairmanship of DMTC board in 2002. 
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WARNER C. LUSARDI, 
Director
Born in San Diego…Founder of Lusardi 
Construction Company in 1958…Gradu-
ate of University of California, Berke-
ley…U.S. Navy Civil Engineer Corps.…
Licensed General Engineering Contrac-
tor and General Building Contractor…
Registered Civil Engineer…Member 
of the Defense Orientation Conference 
Association…Serves on the board of the 
Pacific Legal Foundation.

Marie Moretti, Director
Finished an eight-year tour as a 
commissioner of the California Horse 
Racing Board in 2008…Served five 
California governors during her extensive 
public service career…In the private 
sector she was an executive with the 
public affairs firm Goddard Claussen/
Porter Novelli and the public relations 
firm Stoorza, Ziegaus, Metzger & 
Hunt…Non-profit and volunteer projects 
are the focus of much of her energies 

curently…She is a graduate of Pitzer College in Claremont, CA, and 
the UCLA Anderson School of Business Executive Program…Was 
first introduced to horse racing by legendary jockey Bill Shoemaker 
and helped plan and market his international retirement tour dubbed 
“The Legend’s Last Ride.” 

MARTIN WYGOD, Director
Involved with racing since his teenage 
years…A health-care entrepreneur, he was 
founder of Medco Containment Services, 
which was sold in 1993 to pharmaceutical 
giant Merck & Company…Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of WebMD, the leading 
provider of health information services, 
serving consumers, physicians, healthcare 
professionals, employers and health plans 
through their public and private online 
portals and health-focused publications…

Moved to California from New Jersey in 1995 so he and his wife, Pam, 
could be more closely associated with their racing interests…TOBA 
trustee and a member of The Jockey Club since 1996…Owns River Edge 
Farm in Buellton, California, as well as more than 70 broodmares and 
about 40 horses in training…Breeder/owner of 2-year-old juvenile filly 
champion Sweet Catomine—2004 Breeders’ Cup and Eclipse Award 
winner…Leading California breeder in 2006 and 2007…Past trainer the 
late V.J. (Lefty) Nickerson; current trainers Dan Hendricks, Bill Mott, 
John Shirreffs and Clifford Sise, Jr..

BETTY L. MABEE, Director Emeritus
Betty, with her late husband John, purchased two Cal-bred yearlings at the Del Mar sale in 1957, the starting point 
for their remarkable run in the Thoroughbred industry…Together they built one of the west’s premier breeding and 
racing establishments – Golden Eagle Farm – which in turn produced more than 200 stakes winners and thousands of 
racehorses while earning the Mabees three Eclipse Awards as the nation’s top breeders…Betty carries on the farm’s 
name and work with extensive help from her son Larry…John, who died in 2002, was one of the founders of Del Mar 
Thoroughbred Club, a founding director of Breeders’ Cup Ltd. and a member of The Jockey Club…Betty previously 
served as a director of the California Thoroughbred Breeders Association and is only the second woman to sit on the 
DMTC board, a role she took up in 2002…She founded several notable charity organizations in the San Diego area and 
sat on the boards of dozens of others…She began her current role of Director Emeritus in 2008.
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TOM C. STICKEL, Director
Founder and Chairman of the Board, 
Coronado First Bank, Stickel Capital, 
LLC, and University Ventures 
Network…Past chairman and current 
member of the California Chamber 
Board of Directors…Graduate, San 
Diego State University, 1971, B.A.; 
University of Southern California, 1976, 
M.A.

J. TERRENCE LANNI, 
Director
Retired Chairman of the Board and C.E.O. 
of MGM MIRAGE, the entertainment, 
hotel and gaming giant headquartered in 
Las Vegas…Was President, C.O.O. and 
a member of the Board of Directors of 
Caesars World, Inc…Served as Treasurer 
for the national conglomerate Republic 
Corporation, which was based in Califor-
nia…The Los Angeles native is a gradu-

ate of the University of Southern California…Inducted into the Gaming 
Hall of Fame…Member of the Board of Trustees of The Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Foundation…Serves on USC’s board for its Keck School of 
Medicine…Member of the Board of Trustees of Santa Clara University…
Horse owner who has enjoyed success on the highest levels with top-class 
runners such as Ladies Din, Silic, Shining Energy and Sinister Minister.
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Del Mar Thoroughbred Club’s Administrative Staff

Chris Bahr
Promotions 
Manager

Nancy Bonforte
Director of Turf Club

Bridget Crawford
Paymaster

Leon Davis
Janitorial Supervisor

Robert Sanchez
Plant Superintendent

Lynn Wright
Controller

Mary Shepardson
Director of Publications

Dan Smith
Senior Media Coordinator 

Bill Sullivan
Director of Security

Thomas S. Robbins
Vice President, Racing/ 

Racing Secretary

Michael Ernst
Senior Vice President/ 

Chief Financial Officer

Craig R. Fravel
Executive  

Vice President

Craig Dado
Vice President, 

Marketing

Josh Rubinstein
Vice President
Development

William Navarro
Director of Mutuels

Tim Read
Director of Operations

Paul Porter
Director of Simulcasting

Liz Robertson
Director of Information 

Systems/Retail Operations

Martha Gilson
Customer Service  

Manager

Ann Hall
Director of Human 

Resources

C.P. (Mac) McBride
Director of Media

Jacquelyn King
Director of Group Sales

Kim Jacobson
Director of 

Risk Management

Walker McBride
Broadcasting and 

Development Manager


